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In the past decade, reflections on indigenous theories and practices of relations between humans and other-than-humans have been res-
onating also beyond sociocultural studies, reaching wider audiences, especially those connected to ecological activism. In the case of
the Andean macro region, anthropologists and geographers have focused on indigenous “cosmopraxis” (De Munter 2016) based on ritu-
al reciprocity and forms of “mutual rearing” (Bugallo, Tomasi 2012) between humans and other-than-humans, including plants, animals,
meteorological phenomena, and the living entities of the mountain landscape, such as the rivers, the lakes, the holy mountains, and the
“Mother Earth” or Pachamama. Drawing on ethnographic data we produced in Laguna Blanca, Northwest Andean Argentina, from the
perspective of sociocultural anthropology and geography, we present, first, the practices of the “chaku,” the capture and shearing of
wild vicunas, organized by the local artisans of the indigenous community together with the agents of the provincial department of Envi-
ronment, with the participation of tourists too. Then, we focus on the ceremony of the ritual offering to Pachamama on 1st of August,
which is celebrated by the inhabitants at both a familial and a community level, and which has been transformed into a festival open to
tourists too in the past decade. In one case, we underline the dynamics of opposition between indigenous and non-indigenous theories
and practices of relation between humans and other-than-humans. In the other, we suggest the emergence of an alliance among indige-
nous communities, social researchers, activists, and even tourists, as a new “cosmopolitical” arena, that includes environmental “Earth
Beings” (de la Cadena 2010). This happens in a situation of high conflict due to the new governmental plan for mining development in
Laguna Blanca, despite its status as a Biosphere reserve.
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